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Brussels 
Check against delivery!  

Good morning,  

Welcome, welcome to all of you. I see some of you that I know personally, others I 
still do not know. But in any case, [I am] very happy to be here and to be able to 
discuss in person. Nothing substitutes the real interaction - the personal interactions - 
and I think that it is important that we see each other, and we discuss how do we 
work.  

You will have an entire week and you will be hearing from many people – from our 
President [of the European] Commission [Ursula von der Leyen], [President of the 
European] Council [Charles Michel], Commissioners, think tankers, journalists. You 
will discuss about how the European Union should position [itself] in this competitive 
and fractured world.  

I am the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign and Security Policy. 
I am in charge of building a Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and the 
[European] External Action Service – and in particular you - are supposed to support 
me on doing that.   

And in doing that, we have to deal with the new ‘frontiers of diplomacy’ - which is the 
title of this meeting. The new frontiers of diplomacy – it is a big range of issues.  

You will talk about how to revitalise multilateralism at this time of power politics. You 
will talk about European security, in light of the war in Ukraine, but not only – there 
are other security crises, which are looming. We will talk about [the] energy and 
climate crisis and what the European Union should do. Both things go together. We 
are facing one of the biggest energy crises since the first oil shock in the seventies. 
At that time, I was a student at the French Institute of Petroleum in Paris. It was 1972, 
and I was told that there was only oil for 20 years. Well, we are in 2022 and we still 
have a lot of oil, but at a very high price. So, energy and climate – both things 
together, are going to be a big challenge.   

We will talk about disinformation, foreign interference in our political processes, the 
digital revolution, the Global Gateway, gender and diversity. It is a very nice 
programme. I am not going to talk about all of them, and I am not going to follow all 
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these different issues. It would be impossible, and I am not a specialist on almost any 
of them.  

I want to structure my address today along two things. First, the ‘what’ questions. 
Second, the ‘how’ questions.   

The ‘what’ questions [are]: What is happening? What is coming? What should we 
do?   

And the ‘how’ questions [are]: How do we operate? How do we work? How do you 
work? How can we get more and better results?  

This is not a moment when we are going to send flowers to all of you saying that you 
are beautiful, you work very well and we are very happy, we are one big family, etc. 
This is a moment to talk among ourselves about what we do [not do] well enough, 
why I am not always happy with the way my [EU] Delegations work, and to send clear 
messages about how I would like you to improve. 

First, about the ‘what’. The world we are facing – as I said, I am not a specialist on 
almost any of the issues, but I have a broad political understanding. How are we 
facing the world? What world is this? 

Well, it is a world of radical uncertainty. The speed and scope of change is 
exceptional. We should not try to deny it. We should not try to resist it. It would be a 
futile effort. We have to accept it and to adapt [to] it, prioritising flexibility and 
resilience.  

But uncertainty is the rule. Events that one could imagine that they will never happen, 
they are happening one after the other.  

At this pace, the black swan will be the majority. It will not be white swans – all of 
them will be black – because one after the other, things have happened that had a 
very low probability of happening, nevertheless they happened, and they had a 
strong impact and certainly they happened.  

Let me try to summarise what is happening to us. Maybe I am wrong, but I want to 
discuss with you about it. I think that we Europeans are facing a situation in which we 
suffer the consequences of a process that has been lasting for years in which we 
have decoupled the sources of our prosperity from the sources of our security. This is 
a sentence to provide the headline, and I am taking that from Oliver Schmitt, who has 
been developing this thesis – I think - quite well.   

Our prosperity has been based on cheap energy coming from Russia. Russian gas – 
cheap and supposedly affordable, secure, and stable. It has been proved not [to be] 
the case. And the access to the big China market, for exports and imports, for 
technological transfers, for investments, for having cheap goods. I think that the 
Chinese workers with their low salaries have done much better and much more to 
contain inflation than all the Central Banks together.   
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So, our prosperity was based on China and Russia – energy and market. Clearly, 
today, we have to find new ways for energy from inside the European Union, as 
much as we can, because we should not change one dependency for another. The 
best energy is the one that you produce at home. That will produce a strong 
restructuring of our economy – that is for sure. People are not aware of that but the 
fact that Russia and China are no longer the ones that [they] were for our economic 
development will require a strong restructuring of our economy.   

The access to China is becoming more and more difficult. The adjustment will be 
tough, and this will create political problems.   

On the other hand, we delegated our security to the United States. While the 
cooperation with the Biden Administration is excellent, and the transatlantic 
relationship has never been as good as it is today – [including] our cooperation with 
the United States and my friend Tony [Anthony] Blinken [US Secretary of State]: we 
are in a fantastic relationship and cooperating a lot; who knows what will happen two 
years from now, or even in November? What would have happened if, instead of 
[Joe] Biden, it would have been [Donald] Trump or someone like him in the White 
House? What would have been the answer of the United States to the war in 
Ukraine? What would have been our answer in a different situation?  

These are some questions that we have to ask ourselves. And the answer for me is 
clear: we need to shoulder more responsibilities ourselves. We have to take a bigger 
part of our responsibility in securing security.  

You - the United States - take care of our security. You - China and Russia – 
provided the basis of our prosperity. This is a world that is no longer there.  

Inside our countries, there is a radical shift, and the radical right is increasing in our 
democracies, democratically – it is the choice of the people, it is not an imposition 
from any power. It is the people who go and vote here and there. I am not going to 
blame anyone, but you have in mind what I am talking about. The radical right is 
increasing their grasp in European politics.    

So, we have a difficult cocktail – internal and external – and the old recipes do not 
work anymore. We have mounting security challenges and our internal cohesion is 
under threat.  

So, let us look at the past few months in a little bit more detail.   

Some things have happened in the past that we knew they could happen, but some 
of them have been a surprise.  

First, how not? Ukraine. The war in Ukraine has persisted. We did not foresee how 
effectively Ukraine would resist. First, we did not believe that the war was coming. I 
have to recognise that here, in Brussels, the Americans were telling us “They will 
attack, they will attack”, and we were quite reluctant to believe it.  And I remember 
very well when [US Secretary of State] Tony Blinken phoned me and told me “well, it 
is going to happen this weekend”. And certainly, two days later, at five o’clock in the 
morning, they started bombing Kyiv. We did not believe that this was going to 



 
EU Ambassadors Annual Conference 2022  Page 4 

happen, and we did not foresee that Ukraine was ready to resist as fiercely and as 
successfully as they are doing. Certainly, thanks to our military support. Without it, it 
would have been impossible, but they put some things from their part.  

We had not foreseen either the capacity of Putin to escalate [with regards to] the 
level of mass mobilisation and open nuclear threats. I suppose that all of you have 
been reading and re-reading the latest speech of Putin when he declared the 
annexation. That is a must. Every European citizen must read this speech – and you, 
in particular. You have to explain to the world what does it mean, what does this 
approach against the West mean, and which are the real reasons of this war.  

Second, the deep US-China competition. That was not a surprise. But the escalation 
of tension in Taiwan – yes, it was not in the agenda. It was triggered by an individual 
travel of a personality that brought the Taiwan Strait at the edge of – I would not say 
a war, but – a lot of war games.  

The third issue was the world food and energy crises. It was predictable, it was 
predicted but not with the severity it has taken. And I am afraid that we are only at the 
beginning, that the food crisis will only make things worse in many parts of the world 
where you are deployed. I am coming from [a visit in] Somalia and, certainly, the 
Horn of Africa is a good example of how the climate change plus the war – both 
things together – are creating a humanitarian crisis of “dantesque” proportions that 
here, in Europe, we are not aware of.  

This is a perfect storm. First, the prices increasing. Second, the reaction of the 
Central Banks raising interest rates in the United States. Everybody has to follow, 
because otherwise their currency will be devaluated. Everybody is running to raise 
interest rates. This will bring us to a world recession. The world following the Fed [the 
Federal Reserve], the world implementing the same monetary policy - because there 
is no other way, otherwise the capital will flow - reminds me of what was happening in 
Europe before the euro when everybody had to follow the monetary policy dictated 
by Germany. Because if you did not do the same thing, the capital was flowing, and 
you had to do it even if it was not the right policy for your internal reasons. What was 
happening among us before the euro is happening today on the world stage.  

Then, the security situation. Do not limit it to Ukraine. We have a lot of security 
problems in our neighbourhood, and I want to address our colleagues who are in the 
Sahel. It was not a surprise either what is happening in the Sahel. But certainly, the 
degree to which Russia is becoming a major factor in African theatres – yes, it is a 
surprise. We could not – we should [have] -, but we did not imagine how quickly, from 
the Central African Republic, now to Mali, and I do not know what is happening in 
Burkina Faso.  

So, do not look only at the Ukrainian crisis.   

Well, this is what is happening. Let us have a look now at the mega trends that will 
shape our world: Ukraine, but not only Ukraine. I want to insist on this.   

Last year, everybody was talking about Afghanistan. Afghanistan was the big issue, 
remember in August [and] in September [2021]. Where is Afghanistan now? In 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/somalia-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep-borrell-joint-medal-parade-eucap-and_en
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Afghanistan, certainly, but it is no longer on the front pages of the newspapers. It 
looks like Afghanistan does not exist. The same problems exist – they are the same 
ones - but nobody talks about it. So, take care with the issues that appears – a crisis 
and then a following crisis erases the previous one, it looks like it is being solved but 
it is not solved. [It] is still there. There are many crises around the world, which are 
the trends that move this world.  

First, a messy multipolarity. There is the US-China competition. This is the most 
important “structuring force”. The world is being structured around this competition - 
like it or not. The two big powers – big, big, big, very big – are competing and this 
competition will restructure the world. And this will coexist with a broader 
“democracies vs. authoritarians", a big divide. I would not insist a lot on it because on 
our side, there are a lot of authoritarian regimes. We cannot say “we are the 
democracies”, and the ones which follow us are also democracies - that is not true. 
That is not true.  

Yes, there is a fight between the democratic systems and the authoritarian systems. 
But authoritarianism is, unhappily, developing a lot. Not just China, not just Russia. 
There is an authoritarian trend. Sometimes, they are still wearing the democracy suit, 
but they are no longer democracies. There are some who are not democracies at all 
– they do not even take the pity to look like democracies.  

So, this competition is a structuring force. The fight between democracies and 
authoritarians is there. But it is much more than that.  

The world is not purely bipolar. We have multiple players and poles, each one looking 
for their interest and values. Look at Turkey, India, Brazil, South Africa, Mexico, 
Indonesia. They are middle powers. They are swing states – they vote on one side or 
the other according to their interests, not only their theoretical values. But these 
people – I mention them again: Turkey, India, Brazil, South Africa, Mexico, Indonesia 
– are players and poles. This creates this messy multipolarity. These people – and 
there are a lot of people inside – are there, and not always following us. Look at 
Mexico’s President [Andrés Manuel López Obrador]’s recent speech. Who is our 
Mexico delegate? Is he here? You heard what the Mexican President said about us 
recently.   

The second characteristic is a competitive world where everything is being 
weaponised. Everything is a weapon: energy, investments, information, migration 
flows, data, etc. There is a global fight about access to some strategic domains: 
cyber, maritime, or outer space.  

The third characteristic of this world is the rising nationalism, revisionism plus identity 
politics. Putin does not want to re-store communism. He knows that nobody wants 
communism again. Putin is using a resource, which is an everyday resource, very 
powerful and they never disappear. And this is radical nationalism and imperialism.   

And in the middle of that, we have the Global South. These people do not want to be 
forced to take sides in this geopolitical competition. More [importantly], they feel that 
the global system does not deliver, and they are not receiving their part. They are not 
receiving enough recognition. They do not have the role they should have according 
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to their population and their economic weight. And when facing these multiple crises 
– these multipolar crises - financial, food and energy crises – it is clear that they are 
not there following us because they blame us, rightly or not.  

Let us see what will happen at [COP27 in] Sharm-el-Sheikh. But look at the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – who is our delegate in the DRC? You 
were there, you listened to what happened in the last meeting. The DRC said that 
they are not going to sacrifice their economic development to the climate fight.   

We see that the war between states is coming back – like in the films, like in the 
Second World War (tanks, infantry). But, apart from that, there [are] the hybrid wars, 
there is the disinformation war that continues. I want to stress the importance of the 
war on information and disinformation – I will talk about it later.   

This is what is coming, this is what we have to face. Let me go back to “how”.  

I think that we have to think more politically. I think that we need to be more 
proactive, more reactive. We have to make a link between all these problems. We 
still operate in silos - I can tell you. I am supposed to be the one who bridges the 
[European] Commission and the Council and, inside the Commission, my colleagues 
from different policy [fields]. But we continue working in silos, and each policy 
continues having its own logic and its own rhythm – be it climate, be it trade, be [it] 
whatever.   

Commission, College, the communitarisation of policies through the Commission, the 
nationalisation of policies through the Council. It continues being a difficult task. 
Certainly, the national policies and the Community policies, we want to bridge them – 
with Team Europe and the Global Gateway – but we [have] still a lot to do to be one 
power, someone that acts on behalf of the Union as a whole.   

We think too much internally and then we try to export our model, but we do not think 
enough about how the others will perceive this exportation of models. Yes, we have 
the “Brussels effect” and we continue setting standards, but I believe that, more and 
more, the rest of the world is not ready to follow our exportation of model. “This is one 
model, it is the best one, so you have to follow it”. For cultural, historical and 
economic reasons, this is no longer accepted.   

We have to listen more. We have to be much more on “listening mode” to the other 
side – the other side is the rest of the world. We need to have more empathy. We 
tend to overestimate the rational arguments. “We are the land of reason”. We think 
that we know better what is in other people’s interests. We underestimate the role of 
emotions and the persisting appeal of identity politics.   

Remember this sentence: “it is the identity, stupid”. It is no longer the economy, it is 
the identity. More and more, some identities are raising and willing to be recognised 
and accepted and not to be fused inside the “West” approach.  

I think that we have to be faster and to take risks. I need you to report fast, in real 
time on what is happening in your countries. I want to be informed by you, not by the 
press. Sometimes, I knew more of what was happening somewhere by reading the 
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newspapers than reading your reports. Your reports come sometimes too late. 
Sometimes, I read something happening somewhere and I ask “what [does our 
Delegation [say]. For the time being, nothing. “For the time being, nothing” is not 
affordable. You have to be on 24-hours reaction capacity. Immediately - something 
happens, you inform. I do not want to continue reading in the newspapers about 
things that happened somewhere with our Delegation having said nothing.   

I do not want to “blame and shame”, but this is something that I have to tell you. I 
want you to be more reactive, 24 hours a day. We are living in a crisis, you have to 
be in the crisis mode. Explain what is happening - quickly, immediately. Even if you 
do not have the full information on the first hours, show that you are there. I should 
be the best-informed guy in the world. Having all of you around the world, I should be 
the best informed person in the world – at least as much as any Foreign Affairs 
Minister. I am “Foreign Affairs Minister of Europe”. Behave as you would behave if 
you were an Embassy: send a telegram, a cable, a mail - quickly. Quickly, please, 
react.   

Take more initiative. Be ready to be bold. Whatever we do, there are taboo-breaking 
decisions. We break taboos on the Ukrainian war, using the European Peace Facility 
to buy arms – something that at the beginning [was] “oh, that is impossible, we have 
never done it”. “We have never done it” is not a recipe. Maybe we have to start doing 
things that we have never done in the past. When we hesitate, we regret it.   

I think that, for example, [of] the discussion on the Ukrainian Training mission [EU 
Training Mission in Ukraine]. We had been discussing about the Ukrainian Training 
Mission before the war for months. “Do we have to send a training mission to 
Ukraine?”, “No, come on, Ukraine, training mission, military in Ukraine...”. 
And then, boom, the war comes and people said: “we should have done it.” Yes, we 
should have done it. And now we are doing it quickly – well, quickly for European 
standards. Quickly for European standards means a couple of months. But 
unhappily, the war is still there, our training mission will have had the possibility of 
acting.   

We have to define better our goals and prepare for that. You know, here, we work a 
lot on seven-years scenarios, than one-year plan, and announcing big figures that 
people sometimes [do not] believe anymore. When we announce big figures, take 
into consideration which is the time scope of these figures. It does not mean anything 
one figure if you do not put a time dimension. “We are going to support with X 
money”. And you plan to spend it in how many years? Tomorrow or in the next seven 
years? Or when you say, “in the past, we have been supporting this country with this 
amount of money”. This amount of money - which is the time dimension? It has been 
spent in one year or in 10 years? Because it is completely different. We have the 
habit of just mentioning figures, avoiding the time dimension, and it does not mean 
anything.   

Please, be prepared for better explanation of what we do with a time schedule. We 
should look for a balance between what we announce and what we implement, 
because sometimes some announcements discredit us if they are not being followed 
by concrete actions.   
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In general terms, I would say that we need a better balance between crisis-
management and long-term [planning]. We live in crisis management: “what’s 
happening today?”, “what happened yesterday?”, “what is happening tomorrow?” 
Crisis, crisis, crisis. Foreign policy is not just managing crises one after the other. We 
have to try to think in the medium and long-term. With the pandemic, with the climate, 
with the energy crisis, we have to think a little bit about what is longer than what is 
going to happen tomorrow and what [was happening] yesterday.   

We have to be a little bit out of the crisis mode. This will require thinking more about 
how technology is reshaping the world and the nexus between energy, climate and 
raw materials.   

The other day, at the Prague [European] Council, President [of France, Emmanuel] 
Macron said that very clearly: we cannot substitute one dependency by another. We 
are happy that we are importing a lot of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from the United 
States – at a high price, by the way - and substituting Russian gas by American and 
Norwegian gas, or Azerbaijani gas – well, from Azerbaijan it’s a small quantity. But 
what would happen tomorrow if the United States, with a new President, decided not 
to be so friendly with the Europeans? Why not? You can imagine the situation in 
which our critical dependency from LNG coming from the United States could also be 
in crisis. Or that, tomorrow we do not have the cobalt, we do not have the rare 
materials that [come from] the DRC, South America, Afghanistan – they are [as] 
critical for us as oil and gas.   

We do not have a clear understanding that we are creating new dependencies in this 
link between energy, climate [and] technology. This is something that we have to be 
very clear on.   

The last word about communication. Communication is our battlefield: we fight in 
communication. We do not fight with arms in [this] battlefield – thank, God – but we 
have to fight on communication. I spend a lot of time doing communication. Talking 
[during] the doorstep, the post-meeting step, my blog. My blog is not “my” blog. It is 
not my intellectual amusement, it’s my “consigna” [guidance]. And I am still surprised 
that, in some delegations, it seems that they do not take enough consideration of our 
communication, and they do not tweet and re-tweet the messages that we are 
delivering from the centre. You have to be a network that is repeating, transmitting, 
insisting.  

This is a battle that we are not winning because we are not fighting enough. We do 
not understand that it is a fight. Apart from conquering a space, you have to conquer 
the minds. The Russians and the Chinese are very good in that. They are 
industrialising, they have [troll] farms systematically repeating, reaching everybody in 
the world - once and again, once and again. We do not have a Russia Today or a 
Sputnik, not even Radio Liberty. But I think that all of you have to do much more on 
communication. We provide you with materials and I have the feeling that you do not 
transmit the message strongly enough.   

I need my delegations to step up on social media, on TV, in debates. Retweet our 
messages, our [European] External Action Service materials. Certainly, my blog, 
which is the everyday “consigna”. Tailor it to the local circumstances, use local 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/window-world-blog-hrvp-josep-borrell_en
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languages. The first problem is that we speak English but a lot of people around the 
world do not speak English and do not understand if we address them in English. Do 
it in local languages. We still have a “reflex” of European culture: we speak our 
languages, and we expect the rest of the world to understand us. Many, many people 
around the world do not understand, not even Spanish.   

I need you to be much more engaged in this battle of narratives. It is not something 
secondary. It is not just winning the wars by sending tanks, missiles, and troops. It is 
a big battle: who is going to win the spirits and the souls of people?  

When we say that China is our rival, systemic rival, systemic rival means that our 
systems are in rivalry. And the Chinese are trying to explain to the world that their 
system is much better. Because, well, maybe you are not going to choose your head 
of government, but you will have food, and heat, and social services, you will improve 
your living conditions. Many people in the world, yes, they go and vote and choose 
their government, but their material conditions are not being improved. And in the 
end, people want to live a better life.   

We have to explain what are the links between political freedom and a better life. We, 
Europeans, we have this extraordinary chance. We live in the world in this part of the 
world where political freedom, economic prosperity and social cohesion are the best, 
the best combination of all of that. But the rest of the world is not like this. Our fight is 
to try to explain that democracy, freedom, political freedom is not something that can 
be exchanged by economic prosperity or social cohesion. Both things have to go 
together. Otherwise, our model will perish, will not be able to survive in this world.   

We are too much Kantians and not enough Hobbesians, as the philosopher says. 
Let’s try to understand the world the way it is and bring the voice of Europe. And 
bring to me, to my service, to the External Action Service Headquarters what you 
feel, what you understand, what you see. Inform us. You are my eyes, my ears 
around the world.   

I count on you, but the task is not easy, and certainly we can do it much better.   

Thank you.   

 

 

Link to the video: https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-230995  
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Traduction du discours de 

Vladimir Poutine 
22 septembre 2022 

 
TRADUCTION OFFICIELLE DU DISCOURS DU PRESIDENT POUTINE : 

Président de la Russie Vladimir Poutine :  Amis, 

Le sujet de cette allocution est la situation dans le Donbass et le déroulement 
de l’opération militaire spéciale pour le libérer du régime néonazi, qui a pris le 
pouvoir en Ukraine en 2014 à la suite d’un coup d’État armé. 

Aujourd’hui, je m’adresse à vous – tous les citoyens de notre pays, les 
personnes de générations, d’âges et d’ethnies différentes, les habitants de 

notre grande patrie, tous ceux qui sont unis par la grande Russie historique, 
les soldats, les officiers et les volontaires qui combattent en première ligne et 

accomplissant leur devoir de combat, nos frères et sœurs des républiques 
populaires de Donetsk et de Lougansk, des régions de Kherson et de 
Zaporozhye et d’autres régions qui ont été libérées du régime néonazi. 

La question porte sur les mesures nécessaires et impératives pour protéger la 
souveraineté, la sécurité et l’intégrité territoriale de la Russie et soutenir le 

désir et la volonté de nos compatriotes de choisir leur avenir en toute 
indépendance, et la politique agressive de certaines élites occidentales, qui 

s’efforcent de préserver leur domination et tentent dans ce but de bloquer et 
de supprimer tout centre de développement souverain et indépendant afin de 

continuer à imposer agressivement leur volonté et leurs pseudo-valeurs aux 
autres pays et nations. 

Le but de cette partie de l’Occident est d’affaiblir, de diviser et finalement de 
détruire notre pays. Ils disent ouvertement maintenant qu’en 1991, ils ont 

réussi à diviser l’Union soviétique et qu’il est maintenant temps de faire de 
même avec la Russie, qui doit être divisée en de nombreuses régions qui 
seraient en querelle mortelle les unes avec les autres. 

Ils ont conçu ces plans il y a longtemps. Ils ont encouragé des groupes de 
terroristes internationaux dans le Caucase et déplacé l’infrastructure offensive 

de l’OTAN près de nos frontières. Ils ont utilisé la russophobie aveugle 
comme une arme, notamment en nourrissant la haine de la Russie pendant 

des décennies, principalement en Ukraine, qui était conçue pour devenir une 
tête de pont anti-russe. Ils ont transformé le peuple ukrainien en chair à 

canon et l’ont poussé dans une guerre contre la Russie, qu’ils ont déclenchée 
en 2014. Ils ont utilisé l’armée contre des civils et organisé un génocide, un 



 
EU Ambassadors Annual Conference 2022  Page 11 

blocus et la terreur contre ceux qui refusaient de reconnaître le 
gouvernement créé en 2014. L’Ukraine à la suite d’un coup d’État. 

Après que le régime de Kiev a publiquement refusé de régler pacifiquement la 
question du Donbass et est allé jusqu’à annoncer son ambition de posséder 

des armes nucléaires, il est devenu clair qu’une nouvelle offensive dans le 
Donbass – il y en avait deux auparavant – était inévitable, et qu’elle serait 

inévitablement suivi d’une attaque contre la Crimée russe, c’est-à-dire contre 
la Russie. 

À cet égard, la décision de lancer une opération militaire préventive était 

nécessaire et la seule option. L’objectif principal de cette opération, qui est de 
libérer tout le Donbass, reste inchangé. 

La République populaire de Lougansk a été presque complètement libérée des 

néonazis. Les combats dans la République populaire de Donetsk se 
poursuivent. Au cours des huit années précédentes, le régime d’occupation 
de Kiev a créé une ligne profondément échelonnée de défenses permanentes. 

Une attaque frontale contre eux aurait entraîné de lourdes pertes, c’est 
pourquoi nos unités, ainsi que les forces des républiques du Donbass, 

agissent avec compétence et systématiquement, en utilisant du matériel 
militaire et en sauvant des vies, progressant pas à pas pour libérer le 

Donbass , purger les villes et les villages des néo-nazis et aider les gens que 
le régime de Kiev a transformés en otages et en boucliers humains. 

Comme vous le savez, des militaires professionnels sous contrat participent à 

l’opération militaire spéciale. Combattant côte à côte avec eux, des unités de 
volontaires – des personnes d’ethnies, de professions et d’âges différents qui 

sont de vrais patriotes. Ils ont répondu à l’appel de leur cœur pour se lever 
pour défendre la Russie et le Donbass. 

À cet égard, j’ai déjà donné des instructions au Gouvernement et au Ministère 

de la défense pour déterminer le statut juridique des volontaires et du 
personnel des unités militaires des républiques populaires de Donetsk et de 

Lougansk. Il doit être identique au statut des professionnels militaires de 
l’armée russe, y compris les avantages matériels, médicaux et sociaux. Une 
attention particulière doit être accordée à l’organisation de la fourniture 

d’équipements militaires et autres aux unités de volontaires et à la milice 
populaire du Donbass. 

Tout en agissant pour atteindre les principaux objectifs de défense du 

Donbass conformément aux plans et décisions du ministère de la Défense et 
de l’état-major général, nos troupes ont libéré des zones considérables dans 

les régions de Kherson et Zaporozhye et un certain nombre d’autres zones. 
Cela a créé une longue ligne de contact longue de plus de 1 000 kilomètres. 
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C’est ce que je voudrais rendre public pour la première fois aujourd’hui. 

Après le début de l’opération militaire spéciale, en particulier après les 
pourparlers d’Istanbul, les représentants de Kiev ont répondu assez 

positivement à nos propositions. Ces propositions concernaient avant tout la 
garantie de la sécurité et des intérêts de la Russie. Mais un règlement 

pacifique ne convenait évidemment pas à l’Occident, c’est pourquoi, après la 
coordination de certains compromis, Kiev a reçu l’ordre de faire échouer tous 
ces accords. 

Plus d’armes ont été pompées en Ukraine. Le régime de Kiev fait intervenir 
de nouveaux groupes de mercenaires étrangers et de nationalistes, unités 

militaires entraînées selon les normes de l’OTAN et recevant des ordres de 
conseillers occidentaux. 

Dans le même temps, le régime de représailles dans toute l’Ukraine contre 

ses propres citoyens, mis en place immédiatement après le coup d’État armé 
de 2014, s’est durement intensifié. La politique d’intimidation, de terreur et 
de violence prend des formes de plus en plus massives, horribles et barbares. 

Je tiens à souligner ce qui suit. Nous savons que la majorité des personnes 

vivant dans les territoires libérés des néo-nazis, et ce sont principalement les 
terres historiques de Novorossiya, ne veulent pas vivre sous le joug du 

régime néo-nazi. Les habitants des régions de Zaporozhye et de Kherson, de 
Lougansk et de Donetsk ont vu et voient maintenant les atrocités perpétrées 

par les néo-nazis dans les zones occupées [ukrainiennes] de la région de 
Kharkov. Les descendants des Banderites et les membres des expéditions 

punitives nazies tuent, torturent et emprisonnent des gens ; ils règlent des 
comptes, tabassent et commettent des outrages contre des civils pacifiques. 

Plus de 7,5 millions de personnes vivaient dans les républiques populaires de 

Donetsk et de Lougansk et dans les régions de Zaporozhye et de Kherson 
avant le déclenchement des hostilités. Beaucoup d’entre eux ont été 

contraints de devenir des réfugiés et de quitter leur foyer. Ceux qui sont 
restés – ils sont environ cinq millions – sont désormais exposés aux attaques 
d’artillerie et de missiles lancées par les militants néonazis, qui tirent sur les 

hôpitaux et les écoles et organisent des attaques terroristes contre des civils 
pacifiques. 

Nous ne pouvons pas, nous n’avons aucun droit moral de laisser nos parents 

et amis être mis en pièces par des bouchers ; nous ne pouvons que répondre 
à leurs efforts sincères pour décider seuls de leur destin. 

Les parlements des républiques populaires du Donbass et les administrations 

militaro-civiles des régions de Kherson et de Zaporozhye ont décidé 
d’organiser des référendums sur l’avenir de leurs territoires et ont appelé la 
Russie à les soutenir. 
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Je tiens à souligner que nous ferons tout ce qui est nécessaire pour créer des 

conditions sécuritaires pour ces référendums afin que les gens puissent 
exprimer leur volonté. Et nous soutiendrons le choix d’avenir fait par la 

majorité des habitants des républiques populaires de Donetsk et de Lougansk 
et des régions de Zaporozhye et de Kherson. 

Amis, 

Aujourd’hui, nos forces armées, comme je l’ai mentionné, se battent sur la 

ligne de contact longue de plus de 1 000 kilomètres, luttant non seulement 
contre des unités néonazies, mais en réalité contre toute la machine militaire 
de l’Occident collectif. 

Dans cette situation, j’estime nécessaire de prendre la décision suivante, qui 
est pleinement adaptée aux menaces auxquelles nous sommes confrontés. 

Plus précisément, j’estime nécessaire de soutenir la proposition du ministère 
de la Défense et de l’état-major général de mobilisation partielle en 
Fédération de Russie pour défendre notre patrie, sa souveraineté et son 

intégrité territoriale, et pour assurer la sécurité de notre peuple et de notre 
peuple dans la région libérée territoires. 

Comme je l’ai dit, nous parlons de mobilisation partielle. En d’autres termes, 

seuls les réservistes militaires, principalement ceux qui ont servi dans les 
forces armées et qui ont des spécialités professionnelles militaires spécifiques 
et une expérience correspondante, seront appelés. 

Avant d’être envoyés dans leurs unités, les appelés au service actif suivront 
une formation militaire supplémentaire obligatoire basée sur l’expérience de 
l’opération militaire spéciale. 

J’ai déjà signé le décret sur la mobilisation partielle. 

Conformément à la législation, les chambres de l’Assemblée fédérale – le 
Conseil de la Fédération et la Douma d’Etat – en seront officiellement 
informées par écrit aujourd’hui. 

La mobilisation commencera aujourd’hui, 21 septembre. J’instruis les chefs 
de régions d’apporter l’assistance nécessaire au travail des bureaux de 
recrutement militaire. 

Je tiens à souligner que les citoyens russes appelés conformément à l’ordre 

de mobilisation auront le statut, les paiements et tous les avantages sociaux 
des militaires sous contrat. 

En outre, le décret exécutif sur la mobilisation partielle stipule également des 

mesures supplémentaires pour l’exécution de l’ordre de défense de l’État. Les 

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69391
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chefs d’entreprises de l’industrie de la défense seront directement 

responsables de la réalisation des objectifs d’augmentation de la production 
d’armes et d’équipements militaires et de l’utilisation d’installations de 

production supplémentaires à cette fin. Dans le même temps, le 
gouvernement doit aborder sans délai tous les aspects du soutien matériel, 
des ressources et financier à nos entreprises de défense. 

Amis, 

L’Occident est allé trop loin dans sa politique agressive contre la Russie, 
proférant des menaces sans fin contre notre pays et notre peuple. Certains 

politiciens occidentaux irresponsables font plus que simplement parler de 
leurs projets d’organiser la livraison d’armes offensives à longue portée à 

l’Ukraine, qui pourraient être utilisées pour mener des frappes en Crimée et 
dans d’autres régions russes. 

De telles attaques terroristes, y compris avec l’utilisation d’armes 
occidentales, sont lancées dans les zones frontalières des régions de Belgorod 

et de Koursk. L’OTAN effectue des reconnaissances dans les régions 
méridionales de la Russie en temps réel et à l’aide de systèmes modernes, 
d’avions, de navires, de satellites et de drones stratégiques. 

Washington, Londres et Bruxelles encouragent ouvertement Kiev à déplacer 
les hostilités sur notre territoire. Ils disent ouvertement que la Russie doit 

être vaincue sur le champ de bataille par tous les moyens, puis privée de sa 
souveraineté politique, économique, culturelle et de toute autre souveraineté 
et saccagée. 

Ils ont même eu recours au chantage nucléaire. Je fais référence non 
seulement au bombardement encouragé par l’Occident de la centrale 

nucléaire de Zaporozhye, qui représente une menace de catastrophe 
nucléaire, mais aussi aux déclarations faites par certains représentants de 

haut rang des principaux pays de l’OTAN sur la possibilité et l’admissibilité de 
utilisant des armes de destruction massive – des armes nucléaires – contre la 
Russie. 

Je voudrais rappeler à ceux qui font de telles déclarations concernant la 

Russie que notre pays possède également différents types d’armes, et 
certaines d’entre elles sont plus modernes que les armes des pays de l’OTAN. 

En cas de menace à l’intégrité territoriale de notre pays et pour défendre la 
Russie et notre peuple, nous utiliserons certainement tous les systèmes 
d’armes à notre disposition. Ce n’est pas du bluff. 

Les citoyens de la Russie peuvent être assurés que l’intégrité territoriale de 
notre patrie, notre indépendance et notre liberté seront défendues – je le 

répète – par tous les systèmes à notre disposition. Ceux qui usent du 
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chantage nucléaire contre nous doivent savoir que la rose des vents peut se 
retourner. 

C’est notre tradition historique et le destin de notre nation d’arrêter ceux qui 
aspirent à la domination mondiale et menacent de diviser et d’asservir notre 
patrie. Soyez assurés que nous le ferons également cette fois-ci. 

Je crois en votre soutien. 

 

 
 
 


